
 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

JOANN LEWIS on behalf of herself and on behalf 

of all others similarly situated, 

 

        Plaintiffs, 

 

        v.  

 

CORCORAN JENNISON MANAGEMENT 

COMPANY, ALLEQUIPPA TERRACE LIMITED 

PARTNERSHIP, ALLEQUIPPA TERRACE 

LIMITED PARTNERSHIP II, ALLEQUIPPA 

TERRACE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP III and 

ALLEQUIPPA TERRACE LIMITED 

PARTNERSHIP IV, and OAK HILL I LIMITED 

PARTNERSHIP, jointly and severally, 

 

        Defendants.  

 

 

 

CIVIL A. No. GD-15-022336 

 

CLASS ACTION 

 

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 

TO:  ALL INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE RESIDENTS AT OAK HILL APARTMENTS ON 

JANUARY 1, 2013, WHOSE PUBLIC HOUSING “FLAT RENTS” WERE INCREASED ON 

THAT DATE. 

 

The Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County has authorized this notice.  

This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

 

PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY, AS IT MAY AFFECT YOUR LEGAL 

RIGHTS. 

 

You are receiving this Notice because the Court has preliminarily approved a Settlement 

of this Class Action Lawsuit, and you have been identified as a Class Member.  The purpose of 

this Notice is to explain: 

 

 1.  What the Lawsuit is about; 

 2.  The terms of the Settlement and what you should expect to receive; 

 3.  How you may submit an objection to the Settlement if you believe it is unfair. 

 

What is the Lawsuit About? 

 

This lawsuit was filed on behalf of all Class Members in 2015 by Joann Lewis, a resident 

of Oak Hill Apartments.  Ms. Lewis alleges that the owners and management company of Oak 

Hill improperly increased the Public Housing “flat rents” at the property on January 1, 2013 and 

that tenants affected by this, as a result, were over-charged rent.  The lawsuit seeks a refund of 
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rent for each Class Member, based on the amount that she/he allegedly overpaid.  The Court 

certified this breach of lease claim to proceed as a class action in 2016.  In 2017, the Court 

approved a Notice to Class Members, which you should have received.  The Defendants deny 

that they violated any Public Housing rules or that they breached their lease with Class Members.   

 

After protracted litigation and vigorous, arms-length negotiations, the parties, through 

their legal counsel, have agreed to settle the lawsuit and have submitted a proposed Settlement 

Agreement to the Court for approval.  The Court has preliminarily approved the Settlement as 

fair and reasonable to Class Members and has authorized the sending of this notice to you.  The 

Court will hold a final “fairness hearing” on April 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in Courtroom 815, City-

County Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219. 

 

What are the terms of the Settlement, and what should I expect to receive?  

 

Under the Settlement Agreement, a copy of which can be viewed on the Court’s Website, 

Defendants have agreed to pay $185,000.00 into a Settlement Fund.  If the Court’s preliminary 

approval of the Settlement become final, then this money will be paid out to Class Members, 

after the payment of administration costs and expenses, as approved by the Court, attorneys’ fees 

and expenses in the amount of $30,000, and a service fee to the Lead Plaintiff in the amount of 

$20,000, in recognition of the Lead Plaintiff’s effort and service to the Class in initiating and 

prosecuting the litigation over the past three years.   

 

The payment that each Class Member should expect to receive will be based on a 

percentage of the amount of rent she/he allegedly overpaid, calculated as follows: as the 

numerator, the difference between the amount of rent paid by such Class Member from January 

1, 2013 through his or her 2016 lease Anniversary Date, as reflected in the tenant ledger for each 

Class Member that was produced by Defendants in discovery, and the amount of rent that such 

Class Member would have paid if the flat rent that was in place immediately prior to January 1, 

2013 had remained in place during this time period, and (2) as the denominator, the sum of the  

numerators calculated above for all Class Members.  Each Class Member’s percentage will be 

calculated by Class Counsel.   

 

When will the Settlement Payments be made? 

 

The Settlement will become final only if there is a final Court Order approving the 

Settlement.  Payments under the Settlement Agreement will likely occur within sixty days of the 

date of a final Court Order approving the Settlement.  In the event of an appeal of that Order, the 

time could be extended. 

   

What do I have to do to participate in the Settlement? 

 

Nothing.  As a Class Member, you do not need to do anything to participate in the 

Settlement.  As a Class Member, you are bound by Orders of the Court that are entered in the 

case.  However, as a Class Member, you may object to the Settlement.   
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How may I object to the Settlement if I believe it is unfair? 

 

As a Class Member, you may object to the Settlement and ask the Court not to approve it, 

in full or in part, on the basis that the Settlement is not fair to the Class.  If the Court denies final 

approval of the Settlement, then the Settlement will not occur; the Settlement Agreement will 

terminate; no settlement payments will be made; and the lawsuit will continue.   

 

If you wish to object to the Settlement, you must do so in writing, by submit a letter or 

other written document that states the following: 

 

 The case name: Joann Lewis et al  v. Corcoran Jennison Management 

Company, et al., GD 15-022336; 

 Your full name; 

 Your address; 

 Your telephone number; 

 Your email address, if any; 

 A statement explaining your objection, specifically: 

o why you believe that the Settlement is unfair to the Class; and  

o the legal or factual basis for your objection; and 

 Your signature. 

 

If you wish to present any documents, papers or exhibits to the Court, then these must be 

attached to your written objection.  Any objection that does not set forth the legal or factual basis 

for the objection will be rejected, and any such objections will be deemed waived. 

 

 Any objection must be sent by U.S. mail to Class Counsel at the address listed below, and 

it must be postmarked by March 22, 2019.  Class Counsel will report any objections received by 

this date to the Court.  The Court will consider any properly filed objections at the “fairness 

hearing” on April 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.  If you wish to raise an objection, you do not have to 

attend the hearing.  As long as you properly submit your objection in writing, it will be 

considered.   

 

If you wish, you may ask the Court for permission to speak at the fairness hearing.  In 

order to do so, you must state in your written objection your intention to attend and speak at the 

hearing.  No Class Member will be permitted to speak at the fairness hearing unless that Class 

Member has sent a written objection stating his or her intention to attend and speak at the 

hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth above. 

 

You should be aware that the Court may change the date and time of the “fairness 

hearing” without additional notice being sent. 

 

Where can I obtain more information about the Lawsuit or the Settlement? 

 

The Settlement Agreement and other documents filed of record in the Litigation can be 

viewed on the Court’s website (dcr.alleghenycounty.us), by going to the “Civil/Family Division” 

page and then “Searching” for the following case number: GD 15-022336.   
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Any questions that you may have concerning the Lawsuit or the Settlement should be 

directed to Class Counsel at the contract information set out below.  Do not call the Court or 

Defendants or counsel for Defendants. 

 

 CLASS COUNSEL 

Kevin Quisenberry, Esquire 

Community Justice Project 

100 Fifth Avenue, Suite 900 

Pittsburgh, PA  15222 

412-434-6002 or 1-866-482-3076 (toll free) 

info@cjplaw.org 

 

 The Court has certified the Class Counsel identified above, and you are not required to 

retain separate counsel.  You have the right, however, to retain your own personal counsel at 

your own expense.   

 

 To assist the Court and the Class Counsel in maintaining an accurate list of Class 

Members, please update your name and contact information in the event of any changes. You 

may update this information by contacting Class Counsel.  If this Notice was forwarded to you 

by the postal service, or if it was otherwise sent to you at an address that is no longer current, you 

should immediately contact Class Counsel and provide your correct address.   

 

DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THE 

LITIGATION OR THE SETTLEMENT 

 

 

       BY THE COURT: 

 

Hon. Robert J. Colville  

 


